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in Abyssinia. There are numerous varieties,
varying in size and strength, but all are
noted for their endurance and their ability
to subsist on the coarsest food, even when
found only in small quantities. In the East
the ass has been prized for centuries as a
beast of burden and for other domestic pur-
poses. In the United States it is but little
used except for breeding purposes, the off-
spring of an ass and a mare being the valued
work animal called mule. The milk of asses
is nutritious, and in some parts of Africa
large herds are kept solely as milV animals.
See horse; mule,
ASSAM', an important province of Brit-
ish India, since 1912 under its present or-
ganization. From 1906 to 1912 it was joined
with a part of Bengal under the name East-
ern Bengal and Assam. The area of the pres-
ent province is 53,015 square miles; its
population in 1931 was 8,622,251, about 163
to the square mile. At the head of the govern-
ment is a British commissioner.
Situated in the extreme northeast o£ the
Indian peninsula, just south of the tall Hima-
layas, where the moisture from the mountains
is precipitated, Assam has the heaviest rain-
fall of any part of the world. In many years
the downpour reaches over 800 inches; in
1861, 905 inches fell. In July and August
the heaviest rains occur. The heat is seldom
excessive. The land is fertile, and tea is
grown in an ever-increasing acreage; Euro-
peans own most of the plantations. The
people are nearly all Hindus.
ASSAS'SINS, an Asiatic order or society
which in the twelfth century became power-
ful in Persia and Asia Minor and terrorized
the country by the systematic murder of all
who were opposed to the society. Upon a
select band fell the work of assassination, to
which they were stimulated by the intoxicat-
ing influences of hashish (see hashish).
Prom the epithet JiasMsJiim (hempeaters),
which was applied to the order, the European
word assassin has been derived. Rulers often
made use of the services of the assassins to
rid themselves of enemies.
ASSAULT' AND BAT'TEBY. An assault
in law is an attempt to inflict bodily injury
upon another; battery is the actual infliction
of the injury, or the consummation of the
assault. Though the offenses are distinct and
separate, they are usually committed together
and punished as one. Mere words of abuse
or threat are not sufficient to constitute as-
 sault; there must be the appearance at least
of actual intent and ability to do violence.
The least touch of another's person, wilfully,
negligently or in anger, may constitute bat-
tery. The use of corporal punishment by
parents or teachers upon children, students
or apprentices, is justifiable only to the ex-
tent that is necessary in the emergency, and
any excess of violence constitutes assault and
battery.
ASSAYING-, assa'ing, from Latin words
which mean to examine or drive out, refers
to the process by chemistry of determining
the purity and value of ores, particularly
gold and silver, or of the value of those
metals which may be contained in coins or
plate.
Miners who take ore from the mine carry
samples to an assay office to have the quantity
of metal determined; people who wish to sell
gold or silver jewelry or plate may have the
articles assayed to determine their value,
based upon the market price per ounce. In
England no article of jewelry is exposed for
sale in the shops until it has been assayed and
officially stamped. All governments which
buy bullion from which to make gold and
silver coins pay for it according to the value
determined by assay.
Two processes are employed by chemists
in assaying ore or bullion. These are called
the dry method, or cupellation, conducted by
fire processes, and the wet method, securing
results by so-called gravimetric and volumet-
ric analysis. These processes are too com-
plicated to be explained to the non-technical
reader.
Assay Offices.   An assay office is a place
designated by a government where gold and
silver are purchased, sold, assayed and re-
fined. At these offices no coins are stamped;
the process of coining is confined to the mints
(see mint).
In the United States the principal assay
offices are located at New York City, St.
Louis, Mo., Denver, Colo., New Orleans, La.,
Boise, Idaho, Deadwood, S. D., Seattle,
Wash., Helena, Mont., Charlotte, K C., Salt
Lake City, Utah, and Carson City, Nev.
In Canada there are 39 assay offices, the
principal ones being located at Vancouver
and Victoria, B. C.; Toronto, Cobalt, King-
ston and Ottawa, Ont,; Montreal, Que.; Win-
nipeg, Man.; Regina, Sask.; Edmonton, Al-
berta; and Keno, Yukon Ter, See coining-;
metallurgy.

